The Plantlife of Ratho 
White-Purple Brassicaceae (Cabbage/Cress/Mustard Family) Part 1 *« 2021-06-02 b 


Larger Leaves 


Garlic Mustard - Very widespread particularly One of the more popular plants that people like 
wood and hedge edges. | to forage. The fruits are longish thin pods. 
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Alliaria petiolata 


Dame’s-Violet - Frequently-met, may be purple 
or lilac, often intermixed. The flowers have a The long seed pods are long and rather erratic. 
nice scent. 


Hesperis matronalis 





Honesty- Frequently encountered, particularly in The flowers are much larger than the garlic 
the shade of trees. White or Purple. mustard, though the leaves are similar. The fruits 
are large discs (rather than lon 
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Lunaria annua 


Horseradish - Uncommon; there used to be one 
in the brambles at the back of the Bowling Club; 
present in the area opposite Bonnington Quar 








Armoracia rusticana 


Field Pennycress - Frequently met on field Hairless, and the leaves clasp the stems. The 
edges. fruit are like large round half-pennies, not nearly 
as large as Honesty’s. 


Th laspi arvense 


Smith’s Pepperwort - Rare; here beside the A8_— A Little similar to Field Pennycress above, but 
near the Airport roundabout. hairy and the pods smaller yet somewhat 
elongated. Multiple stems from the ground. 





Hoary Cress - Pavement at Pilton Retreat; Leaves clasping, the flowers looking like a 
Harvest Drive; Craigpark. 7 _ _-___flattish froth. Pods as below. 


Lepidium draba 


Smaller Leaves & Leafletted 
Long pods formed of two long halves, of which 
Watercress (Common and Narrow-Fruited) - Common Watercress has the seeds in double rows 
Wet areas such as canal and drainage channels. per half, and Narrow-Fruited a single or zig-zag 
row (forming a longer fruit). 





Cuckoo Flower (Lady’s Smock) - Frequent in The central anthers are yellow and upper leaflets 
wet areas. Pink to white. (below) narrowish - compare following. 






Cardamine pratensis 


Large Bittercress - Sporadically clustered along The central anthers are purple (below) and upper 
the canalside, and by the R. Almond. _ leaflets (left) broad to roundish (cf above). 
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Cardamine amara 


Shepherd’s Purse - Common on infertile and The fruits are distinctively heart-shaped. 
disturbed ground. 





Capsella bursa-pastoris | 


Danish Scurvy-Grass - Dotted around the village, The flowers are smallish, clustered, and the stem 
and abundant along the A8 and A/1 : it likes leaves stalked and rather ivy-like. 
salted roadsides. 





Wavy Bittercress - Common on damp particularly Stems are wavy, regularly rather hairy and leafy 
thin soils. with leaves divided into leaflets (left) and the 
flowers have six anthers (below). 
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Cardamine flexuosa | 
Similar to above but straighter stems, leaves 
Hairy Bittercress - Frequent on thin or disturbed mostly at the base, not too hairy, and the flowers 
soils. with just four anthers. Pods often protrude 
greatly beyond flowers. 
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Cardamine hirsuta 


Leaves not divided into leaflets, mostly just a 


base rosette; pods long and thin. (Seeds store 
2000 years! 
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Thale Cress - Common on thin ground. 


Arabidopsis thaliana 


Lesser Swine-Cress - Very rare, this from 


Freelands Way before the development 
completed. 


- 


Lepidium didymum = Coronopus didymus 





Tiny plants, the leaves have forked hairs and 
Common Whitlow-Grass - Common on thin and — often can be found on the leaf surfaces and half 
disturbed grounds around springtime. up the stems. Glabrous Whitlow-Grass, similar, 
may be present, with unforked hairs, mostly at 
the leaf margins. — 
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Erophila verna 


Aubretia - Infrequent escape, e.g. track to Ratho Rather rombic leaves with star-shaped hairs. 





Aubrieta deltoidea 


Narrow Leaves 


Sweet Alyssu All petals are the same size. 
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m - Occasional escape. 
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Alyssum maritimum = Lobularia maritima 





Outer petals much larger than the inner. 
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iberis sempervirens 


